Star parties serve up dark skies

by Mike Mills

Star parties are an important part of the amateur-astronomy scene. Offering darck skies and astronomical fellowship, these

events often attract hundreds of enthusiasts, Here 15 a list of several star parties in and around the Mid-Atlantic area.

Tha 21st Annual NOVAC Star Gazs
Septermber 20, 2003
WWW.NOVEC. COmgaze

MOWAC imates you to the largest public
star gara m the Washington DC arsa.
Learn about astronomy while anjoying the
might sky with hundreds of talescopes,
bmoculars and homemade projects. Many
capenenced astronomers will be on hand
to answer quastions and shars their
knowledga. Easy access, lots of equip-
ment and a dark sky make for a good
might undsr the stars.

The Oil Region Astronomical
Sociaty ASTROBLAST

September 23-28, 2003
WWW DI ES. g

ASTROBLAST i= an anmual event, first held
m Junes 1994 by the Gl Region
Astronomical Society. Our organization is
blessed with a remota “dark sky” site
bccated far from the light polluticn of largs
urkan areas. The event is hekd 0 a large
field surmourding our chesrvatony inthe
Lockwood Camperound at Venango
County's Tao Mile Run Park, mear
Franklin, Pemnsylvania.

Big Meadows Star Gaze
September 26-27, 2003
AL rackit orgd BMS G 200 3 B SGE himi

The= Rappahanncek Astronomy Club is
hostmg the Second Annual Big Meadows
Star Gage on Saptambsr 26-27, a wio-
night star party kecated at Big Meadows in
Shanandoah Mational Park in the Blua
Ridga Mountams of Virgin, The BMSG
an informal star party for amateur
astronomers o anjoy grast viewing and
make new friends.

Blackwater Falls Astronomy
Weeakand
Detober 24-26, 2003
wwwtfneas, ongdfastronanty_weekend
3003 him

Held im West Virginia, BVAS co-sponsors
the Blackwater Falls Astronomy Weskand
with Blackwater Falls State Park aach fall.
& Friday night star party kicks off the
weskand and is followed by classes and
round table discussions on such topics as
Astronommy Myths, Astrophotography,
Radio Astronomy, and Telescopa Basics, &
Heymote Speaker kicks off the Saturday

Upcoming NOVAC meeting programs

The sunny side of stargaring—understanding - solar fillers + Greg Piepol
Hydrogan-alpha salas fiken have eapladed cota the amateur astsnomy scene affering exeit-
g views af the active and ever changing sun. kain MOMAC memiber Greg Plepal as he
aaplaire how b obsarve the solar chramosphens with these imeresting fiters. Toaics inchade
the operation, Typas, end cosls of e 8g well 83 the details you see with thesn. There wil
he twio different types Hydrogen-alpha fiters an hand.

MOYAC meshngs are held at ©:00 pm on the second Sunday of each monsh in Room 20 of the
crimpnse Hall at George Mason Unversiy 1o Farfax, Wiginsa. e wawwe nosac ooy il hbm for a map
ard drechons. Plaase node: The sohecule of speasers 15 subjeat o change. Plesse oheok at

WAL DV Domy g sneakevs. xtm for the latest imlo pnor o the meestng.

What's YOUR interest? Let chupperiforols.oom know. Come share and leasm about your favorite

topial

night activities with drawings for door
prizes to follow. & star panty s always
planned where, weathar parmittng, tele-
scopes of all sizes and types, factory and
homea made, are set up for pukls viewing.
A fl=a market for bartermg astronomical
paraphamalia is also held.

Stella Dalla XVl
Oetaber 24-26, 2003
timaa. freayeliown com S hitm

Stella Dalla Valley offars you a chance to
gather with astromomens and families
under soma of the most pleasant dark
skies in Eastem Pennsyhania, at Camp
Dnas in Ottsvilla, PA,
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