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Roboscope moves along

by Craig Tupper

e WOAAC roboscope = an effort 1o
place an mbemet-comtrolled COTF obser-
salary on a mountain i West Yingima with

images from the scope and cimera while i1

1 oin Cradg Tupper’s back yand, Most of the

oserious msues have bemn ironed oul, excepl

mig 6.7 ghaes. All dub members will have the

apportwity to capiure CCD images via tse
wel, For background infi, see the project
sweds sibe at Beep vmmmoenic conr e,

The bigg picture 55, things ane moving
alemg, Here's what Bobr Neff had o say on
Auggust 12 about the shservatory structune,
welnich il have a G-segment “damshell” roof
apening

This week everyting pets reeiseminled with
waiterpreal glae and serews anad thew all
anerfuices ared eadyes wall e preaened sind
prvinted, The onlp desige change 5 the
addigon of fored ougsiade shralds for the
oyl sane minets These wall protect
Traredds and fegers froer the moving panel
st trar car prnel, redace the poten-
faiel o dee moving st it wail
wimd - bramchies, eic, ard provide
miAding aikes for ary extermid sensord on
the east ol weesr saides of thee beililing, The
ruvef drive sind fidl-olosed serap work very
well bt § w520 wor complenaly sitsfed
with the mageete releasedanclng mecta-
mison, This mesds omore stvady sind aailjrase-
mienl [Hnkering). Rodewrs: §ain line tie
tnsiie o the sgriprment bay with shest
ailzretmaay sind cover he verilation grins
with qrairter iz or amaller galvanzed
ware [ roulEnd corirml

I cther masws, Pete Johmson = making
il prrogress on wether stuff, and showed
us his horme-bresw Clowd Sensor 1.0 using a
Peltier cooler and copper plates 1o measore
e daffereniml tenperatore between sky and
growned. Pete has also had “fiest Light™ with
bs “spar cownter™ doud sensor and wants Lo
gt it to a dadk site for further testing, He s
currenily shopping For a basic weather sta-
o, b iscude rain gauge, wind gauge,
thermaemuster, ete. He's also done a lot of
sofrwane hardware work o enalble all of thas
stuff e talk to tee observatory contrel com-
puler.

As Far as the telescopefcamen control
sosfwane atsell, 2 small groupr has been
testing the system for tee last peo months,
using pust o wels browser o captune CCD
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for thie frequent appearance of douds!

t Several images from the test phiase have been

D oposted on the project web ate. A Yahaeo

+ ermail list has been established for the group,

andl we are going o start using tar for moeti-
feateon of when the Robmsoope will be
cliae for testing, as well as For schedulimg
cbservamg time vsang Yahoos Calendar fumc-
tien [ this works well e may use thar List
for thie sarme purposes for lulune operations,
Phal Wherry has delivered version 1.0 of
our Observang Reguest Oueseing Sofiwane
[CPROST, whisch wall allow members o sab-
fail reguests for images 1o be taken later
whenever the telescope 13 1 use by others,
That should be working wiell enouglh o rest
it awith the current groap of lesters oo or

Most of the serious
issues have been ironed
out, except for the
frequent appearance
of clouds!

twiace; then my logse 18 o open ap the
Bolrosoope tor the whole club while i s sull
in ey back yvard, sommse tme an Sepiember.
That will give me tamse to dove ot other
s, and ket msembers get Gamliar with the
syatim, before Pete gets comfortable enough
with the structuredweather/control 1o incoe-
porte the scope tself

In summiary, progress 13 perhaps slower
i some of s hopesd when we starned
aeae months ago bul we are getting there.
Budpetanly we are well within projections,
[ am dsappointed tat we probably o’
s om thie mountam w 2003, but we ane
paking real progress tewvards a capable and
rabaist system, and there should be benefits
tis dowag local testing during barsh winter
wialher, 3



