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Cloud observing

by Steve “If You Can’t Beat 'Em, Join 'Em" Johnson Th Hllks fﬂl‘ jFﬂI.II'
hard work

Wiz have twio veteran volunteers stepping

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

omeons addressed our group as "fellow cloud watchers.” [ was relieved to

learn that there are some other enthusiasts out there. | have been wanting to

. - : dovwn this month for a Llittle rest and some
contribute one of my observations, but was unsure how much interest there "
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||||_|g.||| be. timee to look at the stars, loe Fierson,

[ went out to my favorite cloud abserving site last night. | like to watch from Master
Membership
Maven {M32)
and Mike Mills,
Award Winning
Editor [AWE),
are retiring
from their posi-  MIVAG Prescant Ed Rarch

my driveway. [ used to drive to Camp Highroad but 1 have found that the sky
coverage there is just overwhelming. There, [ can’t concentrate on any one
object. From my tree- and house-lined driveway, | find that | can aim my 87
Mewtonian straight up and really focus on just one cloud at a time.

Az wsual, | found it completely impossible to see more than a tiny fraction of

the ohject in my 32-mm Erfle, which has only about a 1.0-degree field of view.

Alsa as usual, | found no evidence of any “leak-through”™ of deep sky objects.
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Thas was a really solid, dense cloud—a fine example of a “local nebula,” as 1 hike tions and three new volunteers have

tor think of them stepped up as their replacements. Many

‘ : thanks from all of the members for vour
The cloud moved slowly, but other clouds seemed intent on preventing any :
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starlight from filtering through. Thus [ was assured of no distractions —1 could 1 *7¥%® Flowever, you did too good 4 job

to get away free and you will be called on

again in the future, —Ed. =

reallv concentrate on just cloud observations,

[t 15 amazing to consider how much we understand of the universe despite
being enveloped in these dense H,O formations. How the professional
astronomers pieced together the distances to the stars, the structure of galaxies—

things that seem forever hidden behind the local nebulae—is nothing short of

IHEPIring.
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