Announcements

Franklin Park events
by Bill Burton

There is one event in May bang sponsoned by the Barms at
Franklin Park Performing Arts Center and BOVALC, I swill be
held at Franklin Park, in Purcellville, Virginda.

Solar System Fastival
Saturday, May 18 + 8 FM to Midnight

Five planets and the first quarter moon will be vasible stariang at
sundown, This is great opporiumity o take a tour of the solar
syslem!

Publle admisaban: 53/ cardoad; MOVAC members with felescopes
will be admitied for free

Directions to Franklin Park: Take Eoute T west to the Bound
HLl exin; turm beft and go east on Business Bowte T for abour a
mule; the entrance to Franklin Park is on the rghe. Pass the
swirming pool on the aght; twm aght at T-intersection and
procesd to parking lot above theater and silo,

Annual picnic:
June 15, Crockett Park

MOAAC will hodd ins annual piemdc and swap meet on June 15 at
the Panorama Shelter at Crockett Park. Bu rp;l.".r:,l!l-:ﬂ dl:lﬁl,iﬂl.d.
drnks will be providied by thee cub. Please brng o hot dish or
dessert to share, and '|a-ri.|:u¢ any astramommical &) |.|.ip|.11|.'|1[ o
winuld like o sell or trade. The swap meet will began at 3:00 and
fovered vl b served ar 4:30.

New article available on the Web

“Reflections in the Eyeplece—Observing Varable Stars,"
by Robert Bunge

There are mamy ways to pursue the hobby of arsatewr astron-
omny, Many amateurs are content with exploring the sky for their
own plessune, but some are driven to contribute 1o the science of
astronomy, Bob describes one simple way to make sudh a contri-
buticon: warch variable stars and report your observations Such
an observing program requires only a little experience and
rermarkably sipde equipment. s mowec coriliericles’

et iitde fnwd

NASM/Einstein Planetarium
public observing

2002 Schedule Sky Meadows State Park, Parls, VA

[oan Sean CF Brien, stafl astronomer of the Albert Einstein
Planetarium, and other local amatewr astronemers, for public
tebescopic observing under dark, star-flbed skies, mway From city
lighins. The evening begins wath o dhort night sky orientation at
diwsk, followed by telescopac observing of various astronomical
olgects, ending at 11 pm.

Directions bo Sky Meadows Stabe Park: Sky Meadows State
Park 1= west of ".'l'ilH]Lil.‘lﬁlml., [C. o US Boute 17 Morth, 1 oule
south of 1S Bowte 50, or 7 mdes north of Interstate 66, Exr 23
The padk contact phone mumber s (5400 592-3556. There & a 32
parking fee per car, Flease cover fashlighns with a red filter or a
brovwn paper bag. Diness warmly, In case of dowds or rain, an
armatewr astronomer wall lead a short alternae progrom

Date [all Saturdays) Comments
Mlay 4 Last Criarier Moon

luree 1 1 day before Last Quarier
[uly 13 3 days after New Moon
Auigiast 140 2 days afiter New Moon
September 7 1 day after Mew Moon
Chctober 5 1 day before Mew Moon

Movembier 9 2 days before 15t Chuarier

Editer's Mate: This is a fun program for BOYAL members o
hedpr ouit with. Sky Meadosws park las great skies, and the poldc
15 always very reoeplive

Newsletter now available via e-mail

As am added convenence, members may now elect o receie
their pewslerser in edectronic form via e-mail. The eleciromic
version will ke in Adobe PDF forosat and sill tepically be 500 10
o0 kilobytes. Photos will appear with mauch better nesolution in
the electrondc copy.

IF yoria ssauded bike to receive the newsletter in PIE Beroar, send
virtr mannee, tailing acddress, anad the e-mal addmess 1o which
virtn winnt the newsletter delivered 1o mpmailliEpee ner. Please pat
“Mewsletier FDE™ i the subgect line. Chamges wall take effect
witth the JulyAugust isoe, Flease note if vou choose o neaeae
the electronde copy, you will net receive 4 paper copy.

Carrection: In the MarclefApril ssue, new memiver Alex Huzzonr s
e-wrar] wias psspelled. The correct adiress 5 alex@balloomyedeas.com.
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