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Matasnal Defende Education Act. About 310
mallion has been invested in falities and
equiprrent. The continuing costs o operate
thee Fucilities: are amall, on the order of
5300, 000 per vear, Tlais fgwre mcludes e
annual cost of mamtenance for the two
SPITE Ad and seven SPITE AP projecions,
The planetara ane staffed by neoe fall tme
directors, All are speaalized eadvers and an
respronsible for operating the facilitses and
provading mstruction. For maone details go 1o
wnr fers kT 2 s DS ORI S grlanet.
Thee adverse economic pressune on the
FCPS system, dise o growing enrollment
and redwced funding by the Commonwelih
of Vieginia, has contribmted fo an unprece-
dented pubhc school budget defiar. The
County Board of Supervisors, ame schiduled
ter et on 22 Apnl (aoweek inthe futwre as
thiis is swritlen) to approse somse sorl of
bruadget for the FCPS. I the County Boand
davess mot make good the entine schooel
bruadget, using part of e county’s “rainy
day” fumd [for example] 1o make up the

deficar, a dhrtfall of $65 millaon will exist.
Tis aclidress thas potental shortfall, the
supermtendent of Schools proposes ermi-
mrting the Flanetarium Program along with

If the planetarium program
goes, the elementary school
classroom teachers won't be

able to fill the gap

ather ierms | See " Poental Budjpe
Beductions,” www fops.edifmews st iimd )

Please naote that the “savings™ listed in
thias budget for ermanating the Plasetrmiom
Program { SRO0,000 | = contraved. Most of
thas amount is pay for the planstamum
directors, whoa would be retained for other
assygrrsent, The “real™ cost, more Like
S300, 000 preer vear, breaks diwn to less than
S8 per year per student (grades 4, 5, and &)
If the planetarium progrom goes, the ele-

psenbary school dassroom teachers won't be
abile to Rl the gap, 5o the students wall suf-
fer thae Lisss i thas part of the “cone”™
curriculum. Last vear support from
B members, acting dmwadually as
concerned citzeens, Blunted a previows
thireat to termimate the planetariam pro-
gram. I you are mitenssted 10 having a say
v s dssue, consider contacting your local
representalives.

May 6, 2002
School Board budget work session

May 13, 2002
School Board public hearing

May 20, 2002
School Board budget work sesshon

May 23, 2002
School Board adopts FY 2003 Approved
Budget

New observing site for members

MOVAL s completed negotiations for a
mew observing site—Camp Highroad, This
site will be available for use on May 1, 2002,

Mame: Camp Highroad

Rules amdl regulatiens

1. Unlimited access to the observing site,
Mo time restrictions

2. Mo advanced notification required.
Havwrever, request that members e-mail
Bick Drawsen [ THrector) ab sickeasipe
fngheoad. ey through May to give the
Camp advamoed notice so they can get
waed to us,

3. Plan is to install a HOVAC flag {siomilar
tor @ vl b flag) at the tuen off to the

abserving feld to alert Camp personned
that we are ohserving, First shserver in
i the Aag ups last observer out tuens
the flag down, Omce this is donse, e fur-
ther notification required.

4. In gratitude for use of the observing
field, BOVAC will provide outreach
events at the Camp. [naddition, MOWAC
will assist the Caoap in sxintaining their
telescopels).

5. Useof Camp Highroad is for MOYAC
maemi bers and their guests only, The
prubelic i met permitied wnless specifi-
cally approved by the Dheector

6. Loud radics, alcehaelic beverages, andior
Lo pets are mod permitted.

T HOWAC s requested not o drive across
the fiedds, IF driving te o different Geld,
drive lose to the tree line, net across the
field, Omnce at the designated field, cars
sheculd be parked as close 1o the dirt
risaals as possible.

8. We may be requested to use a different
field than the privee Reld swhen sorme of

thee fieldds are planted swith crops or i the
case of a large camping group at the
Camipy, This imfermation sill b placed
o1 the Wleb Page and the e-mail list
SEFVER,

. MNOVAL members will clean the ars of
all litter pricr to departure,

10, Camp Management may revoke this
agrecisent at any e due to the lack of
adherenae to the catmp’s rules amd regu-
lations.

14, MOVAL shall provide Campe Highroad a
Certificate of Insurance to cover the
Camp from liability issues,

12, [t s perrmissible For a MOVAC member
b carmp overmght at the observing sife
at the cond usien of abserving. This is
fot permission for general camping:
ratheer it permits the member to sleeg al
thee site until morming, when it is safer to
drive home,

13, MOVAL will provide 3 Portajon at the
observing site amd will be responsible to
pay all associated costs, *

Mo 20028 = NOVAC Newslerer 3



