OFFICERS 2000

Prasident
Ed Karch FOE431- 203
kmrcheakarch.com
Wioe President
Sean CrHrian FO3EFI A5
SlnreniEnedall sledu
Sooretary

Rernze Fieasar R0 TR TE

kayakkeridaal.com

Treasurer
Pascdro 8 et niez FO3-534. 0
pmarfinezédushoo,.com

MOVAC Trustees 2001

lohin e banie FO3-FeE-E0ae
|gavellpraéi@mal.com
Alax Lim FO3-2F20 159
alexarder. imemel.com
Alan Flggant FO3-ER0-E5A0
aliggattianls. com
Edl Withoawskl FO3-4491-84 78
pchasklEanals.com
Iohin [erisa FO3-4 763543
st erEehe |latiant coned
Dilrecbons

Membarshilp Direotor

Ioz Piersan FOFa0a393

|maiersandcomcast.nel

Pulsllo Events CoordimTtor
Ed Withowskl FIE-491-549 58

potas higEmals, com

Obsarving Sihe Cocrdinator

ity Smith FOERA 110

mars 151 48yahoa, com
Important NOVAC Numbers
Savage (Paul McCray)

FIE- 0 FOA IR
widdiral lenals.com
FIEE- RO
S0 FHE-AEE S
PN EDEE T

Mason Megk 5P
Crockett Fask
Arlingtan Flanetanum

NOVAC Web Page
hkhn; f fwranw, N, nam

Webmaster
Greg Fenal

MOVAC Mevwslelter

GPepalidaal.com

Edlitor

Michiasl Mills m|miksE oo el
Layyoart

Eim Biler kiminielerémindspring.com
Hstr Bk lom

Iphn Mushaum  jnusbaumdts latiant ic nes

2  NOVAC Newslemer 2 Moy fiene 2002

A review of “The Chromatics”

by Steve Johnson

his meswsletier does not normally carry

concert reviews, But [ thk voull agres
tlat this ene 15 defimtely on-topic for
astromonty enthusiasts, Swee, there are other
concerts under the tars, and other concerts
with laser shosws, Bul how many concerts . .

<o Include Iy welling ws that the sun's
eeuatorial ngglon rotates i 25 days, bt the
preflar regpoms take 36 days?

... Mame the astronmmer Edwin Hubble
amal the plivsacist Hans Bethe?

- o< Include 2 song all about an upcoming
garmnmi-ray and X-ray astronomy s lellie
{the SWIFT massion |7

« o« Include 2 shide show shaowvimg you the
lvrics together with educational preturnes of
selar-system and deep-sky objects?

... Take place vmude a planetanun?

.. . Feature performers who are real, Live
roscken scsentets amd astrophvsicists?

Bl 1t oo meet, theesse wiere all part of the
concert by the Chiromatics on March 23 a1
il Moentgomery Collepe planetariom. The
Chrommatics ane an a-cappella singaing group
af 3 men amd 4 women, From their wels
prage:

This growep af fevhines [engineers, screntisng,
anmriter gevks, amd MASA employees)
prerfurms pu il rock covers sind erigrnal
sorygs desprared By oner eoderes wordd, The
Wiarld Wide Welr, selevaston, e frash firoud
they re alil sialgecis of Clervmratios originals,
The Chroanre Buve alse written asbrogonn-
ailly-corret a cappella somgs fo by ased e
dassrocms for o gregect catled AstroCappeaila,

Thai free concert had the Chromatacs
stamding and crouching aroumd the projecior
i e midele of the planetariom, mches
from the nearest audemee members, and
miaybe 12 feet from the Frthest ones, The
Laser show conssted of an dednenically
modulated HeMe lser—sort of a junser, jun-
tor Laseriwm sl —supermmposed on e
star feld oo the dome. 5o we mostly eand

the Chromanes—iwe didnt see them much.

Their snginal songs are very educaiaenal
as well as entertaanmg, They cover a wide
ramge of astronomical topics, from the
Drosppler Shaft, te twe Selar Systiom, o specific
PlASA massions, They also maclude aovers of
sornme popr songs, such as one of the Beatles'
Eastern philosophy songs, and Steog's
“symclromciny” Al a previous concer {nol
desoted o astronomy |, they included Ruosh's
“Subedwvasions” and Right Sapd Fred's*'m

Tiras Sexw™ You know you'ne at o Cliromatis

shoss whien vow see a meal, lve BASA
astromsonner Cand bass singer | strut across the
stage saypang that lse's “oo sexy for your
party”

Cine thang vou won't hear ana Cliroma-
s concer? 18 mausicil insirumenis
acoustac, electromic, or percussive—only the

sommals produced by the singers’ vocal chords

How many concerts name the
astronomer Edwin Hubble and

the physicist Hans Bethe?

andl hands, 1% anszing how many thythms,
sommal effiects, and harmonies can be pro-
duced by a good a-cappella growp, The
Chromatics perbform i a hagh-enersgy, versa-
tibe styde | would cll “modemn pop a-cap-
pella,” which you cim alse lear from groags
likis Rockapella, Tlee Baobs, and another local
guartet, [kaVinc's Mowhbook.

Thee Chiroamatacs have recorded 2 Cls
with all ther educational astromsmy-
crented original songs. Thear Latest as callexd
AstroCappella 200 Besides playing 13 songs
i an aidio CEF player, thas CO-ROM also
incluaces hitml files with thee lyrics, omages,
Powerpaint shoiws, and movies about all
tseir astronomy-related topic, For exangple,
thsere’s am MTV-s0ple vides, showang a Fast
driver gertog stoppeed by a policensan, which
dermomstrates the Dopgpler effect. As cars
whiz by, their souncds decnsise mpitch; and
i radar gun of course determines her
spreed ustg Doppler.

For more information, mdudig dates of
futune performances, see the Chromatics’
welr site: wwnctheshirimibes oom, #



